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Going to the

If you drive along the southern stretch
of State Highway One, you will see some
interesting changes taking place in the farming
landscape around the Kaipara Harbour. New
settlers are moving in to develop small holdings,
and one block, with its rows of planted trees
and distinctive house, aroused my curiosity —
so I arranged a visit to Barry and Verity Baines
and their *Chapel Olives’ estate to find out what
they were up to.

They told me that they bought eight
hectares next to the Kaipara Harbour in 2000
on Merrill Road (an offshoot from Petley Road
near Paparoa), and hand planted 7.5 hectares
with 1,200 olive trees, and a small patch with
pine nuts. Their daughter Lyn has caught the
bug too, and put in another 200 olive trees on
an adjacent block of land.

Barry was born Yorkshire, and still has an
interesting accent that is strongly influenced by
the sounds from colonial Uganda and Kenya,
where his father worked as a crown agent.
Verity is a fourth generation kiwi living mainly
in Auckland, with a background in nursing and
later statistics.

The name Chapel Oil comes from the church
they moved onto the site to convert into a family
home, and they have made a beautiful job of the
renovations. It came originally from an Anglican
parish in Auckland, and was apparently used
for people training as missionaries, and later as
a haven for younger people sorting out trouble
in their lives.

It arrived on trucks in two sections, cut just
above the portal knee, so that it could negotiate
its way through Auckland streets. There were a
few anxious moments, in wet conditions, when

Barry and Verity Baines

Cranes lower the church into place

the truck transporting the house sank into the
limestone foundation right up to its fuel tank.
Fortunately, the house movers still managed to
accurately site it, and the house now looks out
onto the ebb and flow of the Kaipara Harbour.

The front door also has a church origin,
and I half expected to be greeted by robed
monks or priests when I knocked on the door
to announce my arrival. In its new location, the
Baines Chapel certainly seems to add a touch

A view of the mezzanine ﬂoor in the chapel that has been beautifully
converted into the Baines’ family home

of serenity to the land. I wonder if it helps when they pray for ideal
harvesting weather.

Before I left, I had a quick look at their block of pine nuts. It will
be a few years before they fruit, but when they do, I think the Baines
extended family will gobble them up. I have grown and harvested pine
nuts and I can tell you they really put a zing into salads combined with
local olive oil.
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Opposite Woolworths

and the Warehouse

TYRES

For our rapidly expanding tyre sales,

we carry over 1000 tyres in stock

* Tractor
* Light truck
* Motorcycle

* Wheel barrow

¢ ATV and farm trikes
¢ Recreation & 4WD
* Forestry/Earthmovers

* Heavy truck, large
range

We constantly have bargain and
discount prices and are pleased to
quote for your needs
SPECIAL MOBILE
SERVICE AVAILABLE

¢ Car, New & used

GAS

Domestic
We can supply all domestic & camping needs.
Including Stoves, Fridges & Fridge Freezers

SUPER CHARGE
BATTERIES
Extended Warranty

OIL

Full range of High Quality
Oils and Greases

MORRIS and Sterling Range
Available in Handy Packs 4&5 litres
Medium packs 20 & 25 litres and 205 litre drums.
About 27 different grades in stock for
most requirements

. . . * Hydraulic Oils * Gear oils
* Cylinders - all sizes * Heater servicing - Diesel engine oils « Engine oils
* LPG refills & cylinder testing * Heaters « Transmission oils « 2 stroke oils
* Country cookers 2's & 3's * Lanterns * Tractor oil universal * Brake Fluid

¢ Cast iron burners - 4 sizes

* Barbecues

« Chain bar oils

2WD & 4WD SERVICE VEHICLES
We also do:
SPECIALS IN ALLOY WHEELS

* Punctures * Wheel balancing
* Vulcanised repairs for damaged tyres all sizes

Our years of experience are always
available with our °

/

W\ Gas & Tyre

d SERVICES

* Soda-Flo refills
* Water Heaters

* Stoves — portable and full size
* Fire extinguishers, sales & refills

Industrial Farming

* Gas welding equipment & consumables

* Electric arc welders * Safety equipment
* Electrodes & wires * MIG welders

* Plastic body fillers * TIG welders

* Gas supply * Plasma cutters

* Super outboard oils

* Antifreeze & radiator additive

+ Also high quality greases in a
cartridge, 2.5kg and 18kg pails

We have a comprehensive recommendation
book and a full advisory back-up service

Alemite Lubrication Equipment
FULL RANGE. Oil Pumps - grease guns
GREASE PUMPS and accessories

148 Victoria Street, Dargaville
Ph 09 439 8189
0800 788 288



